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Omens and Divination in Early Tamil Religion 

By 

S. K. Govindasami, M.A. 

Belief in omens, cither as a sign of good luck or as a warning of 
misfortune, is universal even to-day*. It Is admitted on all hands that 
it Is the common feature of all primitive culture. Belief in om*ns has 
been developed on the basis that occurrences which are not apparently 
connected as cause and effect arc really connected. It is built up on an 
empirical foundation; and mal-obser va ti on of chance coincidences is the 
root of omens. At the moment a man is dying an owl might have 
screeched, and to the mind of the people worried over the condition of 
the man, the screeching appears as portentous of death. From such 
coincidences, in course of time, it is generalised tha: all bootings of the 
owl are bad omens. Thus has developed belief In a variety of omens. 
There is the natural desire of man, moreover, to penetrate into the 
unborn future and to learn of things that are still in the lap of nature. 
It is this desire which drives man to look for any sign of the future 
in bird-calls, in the movement of animals and the human body Itself, 
and in the ever-changing face of the heavens. 



Strong belief in omens and their value to man has necessitated 
their interpretation by experts. Thus divination came into existence. 






